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CHINESE POTTERY OF THE TANG PERIOD, 618-906 
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THE LENDING COLLECTION OF THE RYERSON LIBRARY 



ALTHOUGH it is a reference 
library only, in the use of its 
books, the Ryerson Library has a 
lending collection of about 30,000 photo- 
graphs, 20,000 lantern slides, and 1 1 ,000 
postcards which circulate over an un- 
restricted area. This collection the 
Library is aiming to make more highly 
representative of architecture, painting, 
sculpture, and the decorative arts from 
prehistoric times until the present, in 
order that any teacher, lecturer, student, 
or business firm may find here reproduc- 
tions of the important examples of these 



arts. A catalogue, which is in prepara- 
tion, not only lists and analyzes each 
photograph and slide but is based upon 
authoritative data (open to the public 
for consultation) in matters of attribu- 
tion, date, and orthography. 

Supplementary to this general use of 
the collection, the department is develop- 
ing its work along several lines, chief 
among which are : first, cooperation with 
the activities of the Art Institute School 
and the Chicago School of Architecture; 
second, correlation with the work of ed- 
ucational institutions, particularly the 
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schools of Chicago and Cook County. 
To facilitate the first object, instruction 
and encouragement in the use of the 
material is given the classes from the 
School who come to the Library for this 
purpose ; weekly exhibitions of photo- 
graphs and color prints are installed to 
duplicate the illustrations shown at the 
Fullerton Hall lectures; and illustrative 
material is sent to the class-rooms when- 
ever a need for such arises. 

In order to stimulate esthetic apprecia- 
tion among educational institutions, 
particularly the schools of our own city, 
the Library in the first place is furnish- 
ing illustrations for classes in literature, 
history, and the like, as well as for those 
in specific art subjects, and is cooperating 



with teachers in the use of this material 
by compiling lists of illustrations and 
preparing descriptive material and lec- 
tures; second, it is holding occasional 
conferences with teachers for the purpose 
of developing a mutual effort to intro- 
duce this material into the schools; third, 
it is forming a school collection, made up 
of reproductions of various types, which 
circulates for a far longer period than is 
possible with the regular lending collec- 
tion. Through these activities the 
Library stands ready to cooperate with 
any individual or institution which can 
use its resources in filling the need that 
exists and is increasing daily — the desire 
to know and to appreciate the really fine 
creations of art. 



